
Office of the Superintendent 
Acton Public Schools 

Acton-Boxborough Regional School District 
(978) 264-4700 x 3211 

http://ab.mec.edu 
 

TO:  Acton Public School Committee Members 
FROM: Stephen Mills 
ON:  October 21, 2010 
RE:  ADDENDUM 
 
 
7.0. NEW BUSINESS 

7.10 Recommendation to accept Douglas School Before and After School 
Program Funding – VOTE – Steve Mills 

7.11 Recommendation to Accept Gift from the Friends of the Acton Libraries  
– VOTE – Steve Mills 

7.12 Recommendation to approve APS Non-Resident Tuition Rate for FY’11 
 – VOTE – Steve Mills 
 

 
8.0 FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 8.3  FY ’10 Monthly APS Financial Reports  

a. Budget Status Summary 
b. Budget Status Summary Report – McCarthy-Towne 
c. Budget Status Summary – SPED  

8.7 Dismissal Schedule for 11/24/10 
8.8 5th Annual Special Education Parent Workshop, “What does it take for 

our children to learn? How do we know they are learning?” -  Friday, 
Oct 29, 8:30 – 1:00 PM, Congregation Beth Elohim, Acton, Co-hosted by 
APS and ABRS Pupil Services and the AB Special Education Parent 
Advisory Council  

8.10  2011-2012 Kindergarten Registration Schedule 
8.11 MASC (Massachusetts Association of School Committees, Inc.) Annual 

Meeting, November 3, 2010 
8.12 “DOE to Visit Schools”, Beacon Article, 10/14/10, page 7, Coordinated 

Program Review of Acton Public Schools the week of October 25 



 
 

         October 18, 2010 

 

To: Acton Public School Committee 

From: Dr. Christopher Whitbeck 

Re: Classroom Assistant Funds 

 

Please accept this requested approval to fund classroom assistants from the 

Douglas at Dawn & Dusk program.  These assistants are an integral part of the 

educational program throughout the day. 

 

185 hours of classroom assistants    $114,191.00 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Christopher Whitbeck 
 





























 
 

Office of the Superintendent 
Acton Public Schools 

Acton-Boxborough Regional Schools 
978-264-4700, x 3211 

 
 
 

TO: All Schools 
 
FROM: Steve Mills 
 
ON: October 18, 2010 
 
RE: Dismissal Schedule for November 24, 2010 
=========================================================== 
 
 
On Wednesday, November 24, the day before Thanksgiving, 
dismissal times for the schools will be as follows: 
 
  Junior High: 11:06 a.m. 
 
  Senior High: 11:18 a.m. 
 
   
  Douglas/Gates: 12:15 p.m. 
 
  Conant/McT/Merriam   1:00 p.m. 
 

 
Note:   Elementary dismissal follows the usual Thursday schedule. 
 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acton Public & Acton-Boxborough Regional Schools 
Pupil Services 

 
Invite you to participate in our 

 
Fifth Annual Special Education 

Parent Workshop 
 

What does it take for our children to learn?  
How do we know they are learning? 

 
Friday, October 29, 2010 

8:30AM-1:00PM 
 

At 
 

Congregation Beth Elohim 
133 Prospect Street, Acton, MA 

 
 

Co-hosted by 
Acton-Boxborough Special Education 

Parent Advisory Council 
 

 
 

Co-Chair: Nancy Sherburne (978) 635-0968 nsherburne@mindspring.com  
Co-Chair: Bill Guthlein (978) 263-0610 guthw@aol.com  

AB SpEd PAC Website http://www.abspedpac.org
 

http://www.abspedpac.org/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Our Parent Workshop Day continues to be 
dedicated to understanding and promoting the 
knowledge needed by parents and educators to 
improve the teaching of learners with 
disabilities.   
 
Our goals include disseminating information 
about current and effective instructional 
techniques and approaches, enhancing 
understanding of what teachers and parents need 
to know about the development of learners with 
disabilities, and the processes and context that 
best support their development.   
 
We hope this year's agenda will provide 
resources for students, teachers, and families 
related to the teaching and learning of 
individuals with special needs. 
 
We look forward to seeing you! 
 
Liza Huber 
 
Liza Huber 
Director of Pupil Services 

 
 
 



               Workshop Registration & Overview 
 

8:30 A.M. – 9:00 A.M.                                              
Sign-in 

 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS: A or B

9:00 A.M. – 9:45 A.M. 
A. Regulations and the Team Meeting Process 

 Liza Huber, Director of Pupil Services, Acton, Acton-Boxborough School District 
David Cook, Director of Pupil Services, Boxborough Public Schools 

 
This informative workshop provides essential information to parents/guardians regarding current IDEA regulations, 
as well as the current policies, procedures, and guidelines of the school district. Information provided will help you 
make informed decisions in supporting your children and enhance your role as a knowledgeable partner in the 
Special Education process. Come and learn answers to the following questions: 
 
*How are students found eligible for Special Education? 
*What are my rights and responsibilities within the Special Education process? 
 

9:00 A.M. – 9:45 A.M. 
B. High Stakes Testing: PSATs, SATs, APs and ACTs 

Eligibility for Accommodations 
Julie Towell, Pupil Services Liaison, Acton, Acton-Boxborough Schools 

 
This educational workshop provides fundamental information to parents/guardians of freshmen and sophomores 
regarding special testing PSATs, SATs, APs and ACTS.  
 
*How and when does my child apply for testing accommodations? 
*If my child is on an IEP, will he/she automatically be given accommodations? 
*If my child always uses a computer in school, will he/she have one for the SATs? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
9:45 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. 

Break 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SESSIONS: C & D 
10:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M. 

C. How Do Our Children Learn? 
Deborah Bookis, Director of Curriculum and Assessment 

 
This workshop will focus on the learner process - how it is best structured and supported.  Effective instructional 
strategies for all learners based on current brain research and their implications for learning, including questioning 
techniques and observation, will be demonstrated and discussed throughout this session.  
 

11:30 A.M. – 1:00 PM 
D. Assessment, Curriculum, Strategies 

Dr. Anne Howard, Program Chair – Special Education, Fitchburg State College 
 

This workshop will focus on basic concepts and issues in developing and modifying curriculum through the analysis 
of assessment data. Parents will gain an awareness of different formal and informal assessment tools that are used 
diagnostically and how added background information and observation of the learner process facilitate the IEP 
Team to comprehensively evaluate student needs. Practical strategies for addressing the challenges of creating 
inclusive classrooms so that all learners are successful, will be discussed and explored. 

 
To Register 

Please email or call, Julie Towell, Pupil Services Liaison 
978 264 4700 ext. 3267 

jtowell@mail.ab.mec.edu

mailto:jtowell@mail.ab.mec.edu


  

 

  

        ACTON  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
2011-2012 KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION SCHEDULE

 
The following are important dates for parents/guardians of children who will be entering Kindergarten in 
September 2011  (5 years old on or before September 1, 2011). 
 
GENERAL MEETING*

Our Superintendent, Director of Curriculum and Assessment, Director of Personnel, Director of Pupil Services, Principals, 
Registrar, Kindergarten staff and School Nurse will be on hand to answer questions. 
 Tuesday, January 11, 2011 at 7:00 p.m., R.J. Grey Junior High Auditorium 
 immediately followed at 8:15 by K-6 Before and After School Programs Overview 
 
SCHOOL TOURS
All schools will be open for tours on the following dates:  January 19; January 25, February 2, February 7.   
Please call individual schools after January 3, 2011 to reserve tour times. You may reserve more than one tour per day.   
If school is canceled or delayed on a tour day, parents should call to reschedule. 

  Tour hours for Conant, McCarthy-Towne & Merriam:  9:30 - 10:45 a.m. and  11:00 - 12:15 p.m  
  Tour hours for Douglas & Gates:.    8:45 – 10:00 a.m. and  12:30 – 2:00 p.m. 
 Please do not bring young children with you on the tour. 

 
EARLY REGISTRATION for SIBLINGS and WALKERS 

Families who are eligible, or who believe they may be eligible for priority admission status (siblings of current students, 
walkers), are urged to register early. Both sessions will be at the Central Office located in the R.J. Grey Junior High School 
You must bring a copy of your child’s birth certificate/passport, most recent physical examination & immunization record. 

  Tuesday, January 18:  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon and  7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  
  Wednesday, January 19:  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon  

 
PARENT INFORMATION EVENING MEETINGS*

  Tuesday, January 25, 7:00 p.m. @ Gates - Cafetorium  
  Tuesday, February 1, 7:00 p.m. @ Merriam - Cafetorium 
  Tuesday, February 8, 7:00 p.m. @ Douglas - Cafetorium  
  Tuesday, February 15, 7:00 p.m. @ McCarthy-Towne - Cafetorium 
  Tuesday, March 1, 7:00 p.m. @ Conant - Cafetorium  

*  In case of snow, ANY postponed evening meeting will be held the next evening (Wednesday) 

 
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
You must bring a copy of your child’s birth certificate/passport, most recent physical examination & immunization record. 
Both sessions will be at the Central Office located in the R.J. Grey Junior High School.  

  Tuesday, March 15:  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon and 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
  Wednesday, March 16:  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

 
INFORMATION SESSION for K-6 BEFORE and AFTER SCHOOL CHILDCARE PROGRAMS
  Tuesday, January 11, 2011 at 8:15 p.m., R.J. Grey Junior High School Auditorium 
If you are interested in K-6 before and after school childcare programs, representatives from Community Education Extended 
Day and school-based before and after school programs will be available to describe their programs, enrollment process, fee 

structure, etc. following the General Meeting that begins at 7:00 (see above).  
 

REGISTRATION PROCESS for COMMUNITY ED EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM, K-6
Registration forms for new families will be accepted February 21 – March 4 by mail or walk-in.  Lottery will be held on 
Monday, March 7, at 10:00 a.m. at the Community Education Office, Administration Building, 15 Charter Rd., Acton 
 
OTHER IMPORTANT DATES
Late April -School Placement & All-Day Kindergarten Lotteries held (as necessary). Notification letters sent out. 
May 13 – All Day K non-refundable deposit ($430) due.  
May 31 - Parent-released or parent-completed Pre-K Assessment Form due at Registrar’s Office, R.J. Grey Junior High  
July 5 - (Approx. date)  Schools assign students to either AM or PM sessions and notify Transportation Office. 
July 31 -  Children’s medical forms (complete immunization history, physical exam completed after 1/1/10) due at 
     school nurse’s office.  
August 1 - September tuition for children registered in All-Day K ($430) due at the Community Ed. Office. 10/19/10 
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